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Contact details

Birmingham FoE
If you'd like to get involved with or keep up-to-date with BFoE’s current activities, please get
in touch.

Birmingham Friends of the Earth
54-57 Allison Street
Birmingham B5 5TH

Phone: 0121 632 6909

Email: info@birminghamfoe.org.uk

Twitter:  @inTheWarehouse | @Bham_FOE

Instagram: @friendsoftheearthbirmingham

Facebook: facebook.com/inthewarehouse
http://facebook.com/birminghamfoe

BFoE Heritage project

Please contact us if you have any amendments to this booklet or want to get more involved
in the heritage project - it will continue beyond the life of the HLF funding. In particular, we're
looking for memories and/or memorabilia from the 1970s-1990s.

Email: heritage@birminghamfoe.org.uk

Web: http://www.birminghamfoe.org.uk/bfoe-heritage/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bfoe.heritage.5
Twitter: @BFoEHeritage40
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Introduction

The first Friends of the Earth group in Birmingham operated from private houses in the early
1970s. By the late seventies they ran a paper recycling project that rapidly outgrew a house
in Passey Rd, Sparkhill. In 1977 the group took the momentous decision that, in addition to
campaigning for a better world, they would demonstrate in practical ways a better way of
living. A derelict building in Allison St., known as The Warehouse, was acquired as a base for
this and for many more work projects and campaigns. The building itself soon was seen as a
model to demonstrate what could be done with a more efficient use of an older building. All
those in the building worked together to demonstrate that a more cooperative way of
organising could be successful.

Birmingham Friends of the Earth (BFoE) has now been at the Warehouse for 40 years and as
part of the Heritage Lottery Fund Project celebrating this achievement a group of volunteers
have spent time in the Library of Birmingham going through the archived material of BFoE.
This largely covers the 1970’s,1980’s and 1990’s. The archive mostly consists of newsletters
from this period, but there are also photographs and minutes. Topics for research were
allocated to each individual researcher covering: Campaigns, Projects, Admin & Governance,
and Education & Publications.

The results of that work is shown in a series of pamphlets, of which this is one. Together they
constitute a record of the early years of BFoE and the Warehouse. We are however aware that
the archives don’t record everything. If you see any omissions or errors, please let us know and
we can amend. We see these as ‘living’ documents.

This is a companion document. It contains a reproduction of a publication written in 1982,
which describes the first three years of BFoE at the Warehouse.
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54-57 Allison St, BRUM 5.

April 1st 1980 marks the third anniversary of the
move by Friends of the Earth (Birmingham) Ltd.
to its 6,500 sq. ft Victorian warehouse in Digbeth
— a mere 5 minutes walk from the centre of Brum.
Today the warehouse is an important centre, a
lively example of environmental ideas and values
in action.

Three years ago, FOE Brum, made up entirely of
voluntary members, worked from one room in a
members house. This room was overflowing with
paper to be recycled, leaflets, envelope re-use,
labels (our first product) and recycled duplicating
paper. Things were expanding fast. New premises
had to be found and the impetus came from a
report we published calling for council assistance
to set up a ‘community recycling centre’.

. After much negotiation with different bodies, we

took the plunge and moved into the warehouse —
damp, dank, and fusty but with masses of potential
— a large loading bay, 3 drive-in doors, a goods lift
(not working), lots of large rooms and smaller ones
too and all so near the centre. An opportunity too
good to be missed.

- So we moved in and spent the early spring and

summer cleaning, sweeping, painting, mending,
repairing, and publicising our existence. A van was
bought and waste paper started flowing in as well.
as metals, cardboard and old furniture — much of
the latter donated for our own use. But it wasn't
long before just having a fulltime ‘presence’ meant
that we began to grow in all sorts of directions —
requests came in for talks, more leaflets were
produced, our mail order began to grow and it was
clear that there were big gaps in material about the
environment which could be used in schools.

By October 1977 we were employing people under
the Government’s Job Creation Programme to
research and produce educational material and had

launched our voluntary scheme to insulate elderly
and disabled people’s lofts.

Things have moved even more quickly ever since as
the diary inside shows. Space, in what once
seemed to be a vast labyrinth is now at a
premium. Slowly we have repaired most of the
warehouse and the only major job left to do is
some work on a large decaying pitched roof — a
job for this summer if we can obtain the funds to
do so! Thoughts about improving the ancient
plumbing system, perhaps with a compost toilet,
and showers linked to a solar collecting system, are
in the air.

Throughout these 3 years we have often been over-
whelmed by the support and generosity of many
many people — our members helping on endless
‘Working Weekends’ and producing jumble and
craft items for fundraising, gifts, loans and
donations arriving at just the right time; numerous
helpful contacts with people in many trades who
have been so helpful, especially when aware that
we were working to ‘save the whales’ or to ‘save
energy’ rather than for our own private gain; and
much hard work from many, many helpers who
have been so concerned about the environment
that they‘ve given up weekends, evenings and spare
time to do much of the practical work involved in
setting up and running the warehouse and all that
emanates from it.

We believe that the warehouse is a clear example
that environment ideas can and should be put into
practice and can provide meaningful work, whether
paid or voluntary. Though we still have an
enormous amount to learn, we believe we have
some ideas and practices which we would like to
share with more people. We accept the daunting
challenge of the new decade and look forward to
meeting the problems of how to live on a small
planet in a creative way.
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Much painting, cleaning and decorating.

Purchase of 35cwt van for paper collections

Giant Jumble Sale for Windscale Fighting Fund.

Job Creation Education Project begins — our first paid workers.

Home Insulation Project (HIP) begins, using volunteers, with grants from the Jubilee

Trust and the Foyle Trust,
Gas fires fitted in the warehouse.

Wholefood Warehouse arrives with 8 tons of food.
Craft Fair at Allison Street.

FOE Birmingham Ltd. registered as a ‘Society for the Benefit of the Community’,

Extension of the Education Project agreed for 8 workers for a year.
Grant from Social Services Department for HIP,
Publication of our City Centre Report.

FOE Wolverhampton starts.
Windscale Express chartered for Windscale Rally.
Alternative Health Therapies course begins.

Our Wholefood -catering activities go large scale with 300 to feed at the Henry

Doubleday Research Association’s AGM.

‘Lead and our children’s health’ talk on World Environment Day.
Notification of 5-year Urban Aid funding for HIP.

‘Resources, Recycling and Reclamation’ Education Pack published with assistance

from the Cadbury Trust.

FOE Solihull begins.
Birmingham Waste Directory published

International Voluntary Service workcamp held at Allison Street — more (!) buiid-

ing repairs.
Funded HIP starts with Evening Mail publicity .

Demo at the Motor Show against lead in petrol.
Sutton Coldfield FOE is born.
Qur ‘Cuddly Whale' sewing kit is launched in the national papers.

The Great Fire of Allison Street damages iarge parts of the building and destroys

£13,000 of food and fibreglass.
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A lot of building repairs!

Qur first major exhibition — on energy — is on show at the NEC’s Eneray Show.
Sunday Times colour supplement features our Whale Kit — and 4000 enquiries
fiood in!

Start of tree reclamation from threatened sites.

We take on responsibility for the Wholefood Schoo! of Nutrition.
Still dealing with whale enquiries . . .

Publication assisted by the Bryant Trust, of ‘What on earth are we doing at home?’,
with local and national media cover.

Save the Whale Rally in London — our second train charter.
Review of HIP 78—79 published and distributed.

Lots of interviews for new workers — for HIP, for urban conservation, education,
etc.

WSN gets charitable status,

PUSHBIKES — the Birmingham Bicyeling Campaign — launched.

A second IVS Workcamp.

Energy Conservation Month — many activities including wall insulation of our main
office space, publicity for volunteer helpers for HIP and information stall in the
City Centre.

Birmingham Environmental Education Project (BEEP) gets charitable status.

Yet more energy conservation work at Allison Street, etc.
Birmingham Anti-Nuclear Group (BANG) into top gear with imminent government
announcement of massive nuclear programme.

Strategy discussions on future developments
Urban ecologist appointed.

Conservation work and tree nursery growing(!) fast.
Lots of HIP volunteers helping.

More gas fires fitted

Grant from Jubilee Trust to Tree Nursery work.

Education Conference on communication skills

Publication of Nuclear Information Pack

Harrisburg Day Demo — and another even bigger train charter
Birmingham Wholefood Warehouse becomes a co-operative.
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HOME INSULATION PROJECT

Having insulated over 800 homes by the end of the insulating season, and with 15 volunteers
helping regularly, the Project is now expanding rapidly taking on more volunteers and more
complicated work such as door re-hanging.  We are starting a directory of draughtproofing
and solid wall insulation materials and DIY information leaflets. We intend to produce a
newspaper on energy saving for the general public.

RECYCLING

We always need to save more paper, cardboard and aluminium. We encourage everyone who
can to bring it in to us and are setting up local collection centres around Birmingham.

SALES OF ENVIRONMENTAL PRODUCTS

We are not against all consumer items though we do think it is essential that these meet a
real need and have a low impact on the environment. We are very dependant on sales of
our products (most of which we have designed and produced ourselves) and need to expand
sales considerably to support all our activities. Especially important is the extension of sales
of recycled papers as it is clear that the waste paper market will continue to fluctuate
until there is a stable demand for products made from waste. Cashflow is often a problem
when capitalising a new item and offers of short term loans (or gifts!) are always gratefully
received.

WHOLEFOOD SCHOOL OF NUTRITION

From small beginnings, WSN is now expanding the number of courses taught and teachers
trained in basic wholefood cookery in an attempt to meet the growing numbers of people
wanting to use wholefoods but not knowing where to start. Our bimonthly magazine
‘Wholefood” is growing in depth and breadth and becoming (we hope!) a forum for
discussion of all the issues to do with food, health, agriculture and the environment.

BIRMINGHAM ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PROJECT (BEEP)

Out of the Job Creation Project came a need to establish this educational charity. BEEP
is being launched with a major conference on communication, A bank of information,
contacts, teaching materials, slides and other media is being compiled which will serve as
a base for our educational activities. The practical work envisaged by BEEP includes liaison
with teachers, youth and community groups, churches and soon, responding to requests
from individuals, researching and producing educational materials as necessary, and
cooperating with other kindred organisations. At present we are writing a whale education
pack, and are planning various activities (and publications) on urban conservation,

URBAN CONSERVATION

New, and growing(!) fast, this project will seek to promote urban nature conservation by
doing or facilitating the conservation of many different types of greenspace in the city.
The, gardens of the elderly, churchyards and derelict sites will all be worked on by an
Environmental Improvement team funded by the Manpower Service Commission.

BIRMINGHAM WHOLEFOOD WAREHOUSE

Now two years old and a formally constituted co-operative, Muesli Base is about to take on
another worker and has now organised a regular monthly delivery of wholefoods by canal
from London. Tons and tons of healthy foods go in and out of the building each week as
the warehouse and the number of shops and co-ops which it supplies grows.
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our
legal
structure

Our constitution was specifically
chosen to encompass the benefits
of being a ‘co-operative’ whilst also
including our broad membership as
our decision-making body, rather
than just the full time workers —
a rare beast, indeed, though now
our rules have been accepted by
the Registrar of Friendly Societies,
other groups with similar commit-
ments to broader society than just
themselves are using our rules, or
adaptations of them, to constitute
themselves as ‘societies for the
benefit of the community’.

Our meetings to plan events,
campaigns and activities are each
MONDAY evening at 6.30 p.m.
(supper at 6.00) and new people
are always welcome. Once a month
(or so) we have an outside speaker
in to give a talk — recent topics
covered are seals, pedestrianization
of the city centre, otters, 2,45-T,
lead in the environment, the waste
paper market, gas policy etc.

And campaign groups such as the

things we design& produce

PUBLICATIONS

1)  What on earth are we doing at home?’ — a guide to the environmental aspects of
domestic life. (£1.50 and 35p p + p).

2) ‘Sweet 'n low’ — low or no sugar recipes — 25p and 15p p + p.

3) ‘Resources, Recycling and Reclamation’ — an education pack £3 and 75p p + p.

4) ‘Nuclear Information File’ — £1 and 30p p + p — poster, leaflets, broadsheets and
maps on different aspects of Nuclear Britain.

5) Energy and Nuclear Power Broadsheets — 10p each and largé s.a.e.

6) ‘Wholefood’ bimonthly magazine on food, health and nutrition —
10p p + p.

35p and

POSTERS

‘Save the Whale’ ;
h and 25p p + p.
Bt Brmy: 4 colour posters, A2 size, 30p each an pptp

BADGES

Food is for Sharing

Save the Whale

Wrap up Warmer, Save Energy
I'm a friend of the earth

— 20peach and s.ae.

ECONOMY LABELS
A new ‘Save paper, Save trees’ design to mark our second million! — 75p/100.
PAPER PRODUCTS

A5 — 75 sheets
A4 — 50 sheets

Writing Pads — please write for price details.

PRICE LIST

This is a list of the items we have actually designed and produced ourselves over the
last 2 years or so. Our price list also contains details of other environmental products
which we retail such as loorolls, insulation materials, recycled printing and duplicating
papers, T'shirts,-etc. Please send a s.a.e. for details.

BIRMINGHAM ANTI-NUCLEAR
GROUP, PUSHBIKES and the
WILDLIFE group meet regularly at
the warehouse and ALL NEED
more help!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. The
two big areas of development,
needing lots of practical help are
the INSULATION PROJECT and
the work on NATURE CONSER-
VATION — ring us or call in for a
chat to see whether there are things
needing to be done.

warehouse no’s|

MUESLI BASE (021) 643 7200
HOME INSULATION PROJECT (021) 643 4141
FRIENDS OF THE EARTH (021) 632 6909

Produced and published on 100% recycled
paper by : :
FRIENDS of the EARTH (BIRMINGHAM)
LTD.
APRIL 1980

how to findus —




