Birmingham Friends of the Earth
and the Warehouse
Then and Now
FIRST THREE YEARS AT THE
WAREHOUSE
Written in 1982

Thanks
To all past and present BFoE volunteers and workers who have contributed to this project.
To the Wolfson Centre for Archival Research, Library of Birmingham.
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Contact details
Birmingham FoE
If you’d like to get involved with or keep up-to-date with BFoE’s current activities, please get
in touch.
Birmingham Friends of the Earth
54-57 Allison Street
Birmingham B5 5TH
Phone: 0121 632 6909
Email:
info@birminghamfoe.org.uk
Twitter:
@inTheWarehouse | @Bham_FOE
Instagram: @friendsoftheearthbirmingham
Facebook: facebook.com/inthewarehouse
http://facebook.com/birminghamfoe

BFoE Heritage project
Please contact us if you have any amendments to this booklet or want to get more involved
in the heritage project – it will continue beyond the life of the HLF funding. In particular, we’re
looking for memories and/or memorabilia from the 1970s-1990s.
Email:
heritage@birminghamfoe.org.uk
Web:
http://www.birminghamfoe.org.uk/bfoe-heritage/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/bfoe.heritage.5
Twitter:
@BFoEHeritage40

Introduction
The first Friends of the Earth group in Birmingham operated from private houses in the early
1970s. By the late seventies they ran a paper recycling project that rapidly outgrew a house
in Passey Rd, Sparkhill. In 1977 the group took the momentous decision that, in addition to
campaigning for a better world, they would demonstrate in practical ways a better way of
living. A derelict building in Allison St., known as The Warehouse, was acquired as a base for
this and for many more work projects and campaigns. The building itself soon was seen as a
model to demonstrate what could be done with a more efficient use of an older building. All
those in the building worked together to demonstrate that a more cooperative way of
organising could be successful.
Birmingham Friends of the Earth (BFoE) has now been at the Warehouse for 40 years and as
part of the Heritage Lottery Fund Project celebrating this achievement a group of volunteers
have spent time in the Library of Birmingham going through the archived material of BFoE.
This largely covers the 1970’s, 1980’s and 1990’s. The archive mostly consists of newsletters
from this period, but there are also photographs and minutes. Topics for research were
allocated to each individual researcher covering: Campaigns, Projects, Admin & Governance,
and Education & Publications.
The results of that work is shown in a series of pamphlets, of which this is one. Together they
constitute a record of the early years of BFoE and the Warehouse. We are however aware that
the archives don’t record everything. If you see any omissions or errors, please let us know and
we can amend. We see these as ‘living’ documents.
This is a companion document. It contains a reproduction of a publication written in 1982,
which describes the first three years of BFoE at the Warehouse.
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